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Annual C.A.R. Pancake Breakfast
by Stephen Hyde, MNSAR Color Guard Commander 

Wayzata, MN – On Sunday, July 4, 2021 the Minnesota SAR Society Color Guard joined 
forces with the Minnesota C.A.R., Minnesota DAR, and the 7th Pennsylvania Regiment (a 
local reenactment group) to honor our nation’s history for the crowd attending the C.A.R. 
Flying Pancake Breakfast event at the Wayzata Depot on Lake Minnetonka. Over 1,200 
people attended the event. The Color Guard raised flags, taught history lessons and marched 
to the dock on the marina to fire musket rounds [Photo courtesy of Jason Jenkins – Wayzata 
Sun Sailor]. This year, four new MNSAR Color Guard members attended: Rick Smith, Rich-
ard Howey (fife player), Phil Christiansen (musketeer), and Kerry Johnson (Captain of the 
7th Pennsylvania Regiment), who joined the SAR in 2021.  
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American Spies Turn the Tide of War
by Jerome R. Hilgemann, 2020-2021 Minnesota Eagle Scout Contest Winner 

When people think of 
spies, many immediately 
think of the Cold War and 
how they helped and hurt 
the strongest nations in the 
world. However, spies have 
been around much longer 
and played crucial roles in 
America’s revolutionary 
fight for freedom. How the 
freedom fighters accom-
plished their tasks varied 
from spy to spy. Through 
their work, they played a 
crucial role in laying the 
foundation for the greatest 
country in the world - the 
United States of America. 

Among the heroes of the 
revolutionary war was Na-
than Hale, one of the era’s 
most notable spies who he-
roically gave his life for 
his country. After graduat-
ing from Yale, he served in 
Knowlton’s Rangers, which 
unfortunately fell apart very 
quickly. With troops bottled 
up, General George Wash-
ington looked for assistance 
and Hale gladly volunteered 

to help in any way he could. 
Hale proceeded to sneak be-
hind enemy lines and report-
ed critical information on 
British reinforcements and 
encampments. For a short 
while, he managed to stay 
hidden in plain sight pos-
ing as a schoolmaster. Un-
fortunately, Hale was soon 
captured by a British double 
agent, but only after provid-
ing crucial information to 
Washington. Upon his arrest, 
the British found incriminat-
ing evidence in the soles of 
his shoes. He was convicted 
and hung. Accounts of his fi-
nal words vary but its mean-
ing is not up for dispute: “I 
only regret that I have but 
one life to give for my coun-
try.” 

Another freedom fighter, 
James Armistead was a slave 
permitted by his owner to 
fight for America. His first 
missions were transporting 
dispatches and intelligence 
reports behind enemy lines. 
It wasn’t long before he 

committed to full-blown es-
pionage. He was able to in-
filtrate British camps by pos-
ing as a runaway slave loyal 
to the British. Armistead was 
so convincing he was able to 
enlist as a British spy and 
was accepted almost imme-
diately. Still loyal to the col-
onies, he fed the British false 
information while still giv-
ing America updates which 
ultimately helped win the 
war. Unfortunately, despite 
providing crucial informa-
tion that helped the colonies 
defeat the British, he was 
forced to go back to being 
a slave after the war. Years 
later, Armistead managed to 
win his release papers and 
was at last a free man. 

Revolutionary hero Enoch 
Crosby was drawn into be-
ing a spy by mere luck. He 
was on his way to an Ameri-
can army camp when he 
was confused for a British 
loyalist. The confusion al-
lowed him an opportunity 
to attend a loyalist meeting. 

He didn’t pass up the chance 
and reported the information 
to a colonial commanding 
officer. The colonial army 
quickly made Crosby a ma-
jor part of its counter intel-
ligence. Special precautions 
were taken to keep his iden-
tity hidden. America would 
continually arrest him for 
being a loyalist then allow 
him to escape to return to 
British territory. Because of 
Crosby’s involvement in un-
dercover risky business, he 
had a special pass that would 
allow him to be identified as 
American. He often used it 
to prevent being picked up 
by American sentries. 

Even though the Ameri-
can Revolution isn’t remem-
bered for its spies, secret 
agents, and counterintelli-
gence, the clandestine activ-
ities were crucial for helping 
the colonies win the war. 
Without these brave freedom 
fighters, America wouldn’t 
be the country it is today. 

Eagle Scout Hilgemann 
Places in National Contest

Minnesota’s winner of the annual state Eagle Contest, Jerome R. Hilgemann, has 
placed 11th in the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution, annual Eagle 
Contest. Hilgemann will receive a $200 prize from the National Society as well as the 
$400 prize for winning the State Society contest. The award reflects achievements and 
leadership in Scouting and the community, plus the completion of other requirements, 
notably a 500-word essay on a topic related to the American Revolution.

Hilgemann’s essay is entitled “American Spies Turn the Tide of War.” The essay 
highlights the services of Nathan Hale, James Armistead, and Enoch Crosby.

His winning essay is printed below:
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Color Guard 
Conducts 

Flag Raising 
Ceremony

Roseville, MN – On Me-
morial Day, two members 
of the Minnesota Society 
Color Guard, Chris Moberg 
and Rich Howey, performed 
a flag raising ceremony for 
Midland Hills Country Club 
in Roseville, Minnesota.  
The flag raising opened a 
golf tournament that was a 
fundraiser for Folds of Hon-
or, a charity that provides 
scholarships for the spouses 
and children of deceased and 
wounded veterans.  This an-
nual tournament typically 
raises about five thousand 
dollars for Folds of Honor.

2021 SAR 
Spring 

Leadership 
Meeting

by Chris Moberg, National 
Trustee for Minnesota

The Spring Leadership 
Board of Trustees Zoom 
Meeting was held on Satur-
day, March 6, 2021. Some 
of the items of business in-
cluded the following:

1. Approved the investment 
allocations for the George 
Washington Endowment 
Fund, SAR Foundation, 
and SAR Restricted Fund.

2. Approved a motion for 
the Executive Committee 
to issue Request For 
Proposals for the design 
and build out of the second 
floor of the national 
headquarters.

3. Approved a policy for 
the SAR Foundation to 
attract large donations 
by providing naming 
opportunities.

4. Approved a naming 
opportunities brochure for 
exhibits and galleries of 
the SAR Education Center 
and Museum.

Minnesota Author Wins 
2020 JAR Book-of-the-Year 

Award
by Chris Moberg

Every year since 2014, 
the Journal of the American 
Revolution has selected the 
most accessible yet schol-
arly nonfiction book on the 
American Revolution. The 
winner of the 2020 JAR 
Book-of-the-Year award 
went to Minnesota author 
Serena Zabin and her book 
“The Boston Massacre: A 
Family History.” Professor 
Zabin is the chair of the His-
tory Department at Carleton 
College in Northfield, Min-
nesota. Craig Whiting, MN 
SAR Color Guard Living 
History Team leader, has read the book and highly recom-
mends it to our MNSAR members. According to Whiting, 
the book leads the reader through the chain of events before, 
during, and after the Boston Massacre. In the process, we 
learn about the people involved on both sides and of what 
life in Boston was like at that time. He describes the book as 
an exciting read that is hard to put down, containing much 
fine information presented in a smooth flowing format.

Consider supporting a local American Revolution author 
and educator by purchasing this book. For more information, 
see www.serenazabin.com.
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Remebering Leland “Lee” Dean 

Swanson
Compatriot Leland “Lee” Dean Swanson (1932-2021) 

passed away on January 13, 2021, as recently shared with us 
by his widow, LaVerne Swanson. Lee joined the MN SAR 
in December of 2011 under patriot ancestor Richard Jacob, 
who served on the Committee of Safety in Massachusetts.

Leland Dean Swanson, 
was one of five children 
born to Alfred and Josephine 
(Harmer) Swanson on July 
30, 1932 in Morris, Min-
nesota.  At 13 pounds, Lee 
had a commanding presence 
that followed him the rest 
of his life.  He was raised 
on the family farm, north 
of Morris and was baptized 
and confirmed at Peace Lu-
theran Church.  Lee received 
his education through the 
6th grade and then attended 
Morris Public Schools, be-
ginning with the 8th grade 
– bypassing 7th grade all 
together, graduating with 
the class of 1949.  Follow-
ing high school, he made 
the move out to California 
to be closer to his brothers.  
Lee enlisted in the United 
States Army in 1955 where 
he proudly served for three 
years.  Upon his honorable 
discharge in 1958, Lee re-
turned to California and 
managed a restaurant that 
his brother owned.  It was 
at that restaurant that he met 
and began dating, LaVerne 
West.  The couple were unit-
ed in marriage on January 
27, 1959, a ceremony with 
just the two of them, at the 

Little Chapel of White Stars 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.  In 
February of 1960, the couple 
moved back to the family 
farm near Morris to farm.  In 
1966, they moved into their 
home on 6th street in Morris 
where they raised their chil-
dren and lived for the next 
50 plus years.  Once in Mor-
ris, Lee took a job working 
part-time for the post office, 
delivering Christmas pack-
ages.  That job went from 
part-time to full-time, retir-
ing in 1993.  Just recently, 
Lee received his 50-year 
pin from the Letter Carrier’s 
Union.  In 2012, Lee and La-
Verne moved to Benson to 
a home that accommodated 
them and was also across the 
street from their daughter!

Lee was a lifelong mem-
ber of Faith Lutheran 
Church; he was very in-
volved, even serving as the 
President of the Congrega-
tion several times.  He was a 
member of the Morris VFW, 
the Eagles, and the Sons of 
American Revolution.  Lee 
was very active in his com-
munity, serving on the coun-
cil and as the Mayor of Mor-
ris.  After he was elected into 
those positions, Lee served 

on the League of 
Minnesota Cit-
ies, serving as 
President.  He 
had the natu-
ral ability to be 
a leader, and 
the capacity to 
bridge gaps be-
tween groups.  
Lee was always 
informed and 
wasn’t afraid to 
argue both sides.  
There is a fine 
line between 
stubborn and 
persevering, and 
Lee walked that 
line many times!  
Lee was very in-
terested in Poli-
tics. He enjoyed the local 
team’s sporting events and 
watching sports on televi-
sion.  He and LaVerne spent 
many hours in their garden, 
she was a master gardener 
and he was the leader with a 
green thumb!

Lee was a fierce protector 
and loved his family.  Their 
home was a “safe place,” he 
was always willing to listen, 
and made many people feel 
welcomed and accepted, 
especially his children’s 
friends in their younger 
years; he was a father figure 
to many.  After many years 
together and almost 62 years 
of marriage, LaVerne was 
privileged to spend her life 

with Lee and was proud of 
the life that they created to-
gether.  Lee was a gentle gi-
ant, he had lots of bluster but 
also very sweet and gentle. 

Lee died peacefully at his 
home on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 13, 2021 in Benson. He 
was 88 years old.



Davis Family Joins MNSAR
by Chis Moberg, Minnesota Society SAR President

On a sunny day in March, 
Minnesota SAR President 
Chris Moberg presented a 
new membership certificate 
to Brian Davis at Soldiers 
Field Veterans Memorial in 
Rochester, Minnesota.  Brian 
and his wife Lori have been 
residents of Rochester for 25 
years where they raised four 
children.  They originally 
hail from Illinois.  Brian’s 
son Erik, also a new member 
of the MNSAR, was not able 
to be present to receive his 
membership certificate be-
cause he serves overseas in 
the US Air Force and is cur-
rently deployed in Italy. 

Brian and Erik Davis ap-
plied for membership to the 
SAR through their ancestor 
George W. Grant.  

George Grant was born 
in 1740 in Basking Ridge, 
Somerset County, New 
Jersey.  He married Mary 
Worth, and on May 25, 1768, 
they had a child named John 
Grant through which the 
Davis family descends.  In 
1776, George Grant served 
as an Ensign under Captain 

Gavin McCoy.  He was sta-
tioned at Valley Forge in the 
spring of 1778 in the 3rd 
New Jersey regiment with a 
rank of sergeant under Cap-
tain John Ross.  In 1779, he 
participated in the Sullivan 
Expedition and provided a 
journal of his experiences, 
as did most other non-com-
missioned officers.  In 1781, 
he served as Captain of the 
Somerset county militia.  As 
the Revolutionary War pro-
gressed, conditions wors-
ened, pay was short, and 
enlistments were extended.  
Several mutinies occurred.  
During the mutiny of the 
New Jersey line in January 
of 1781, often referred to 
as the “Pompton Mutiny,” 
Lt. Col. Sprout held a court-
martial to sentence the non-
commissioned officers who 
were the mutineers’ leaders.  
While Sergeants Gilmore 
and Tuttle were executed by 
a firing squad composed of 
the mutineers they had led, 
Sergeant Major Grant was 
pardoned at the last moment 
based on recommendations 
of the officers.  Grant had 

a long history of dedicated 
service, and it was believed 
that he had been coerced into 
becoming a leader in the mu-
tiny.  Following the Revolu-
tionary War, Grant sold his 
farm in New Jersey and pur-
chased 300 acres in western 
Pennsylvania near present 
day Pittsburgh.  He was later 
a participant in the Whiskey 
Insurrection in 1794 without 
consequence.  George Grant 
died on May 6, 1820 in Fal-
lowfield, Pennsylvania.  

Other notable descen-
dants of George Grant in-
clude Rear Admiral William 
Furlong who was on board 
the minelayer USS Oglala 
during the Pearl Harbor at-
tack.  He was commander of 
the Pearl Harbor Navy Yard 
for most of the remainder 
of the war and was charged 
with salvaging and repair-
ing ships sunk during the at-
tack, including the battleship 
USS Oklahoma.  In addition, 
Dr. Robert Grant Furlong, 
Congressman from Penn-
sylvania, and Myron Scott, 
author of “Ten Generations 

of Grants” are also direct de-
scendants of George Grant.

Congratulations to the 
Davis family for honor-
ing their patriot ancestor 
through their membership to 
the SAR!
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2021 MNSAR Medals and 

Awards Programs
Minnesota Society ROTC 
Awards

In 2021 the Minnesota 
Society again invited each 
Minnesota ROTC unit (Col-
lege level), and each JROTC 
unit (high school level) 
to participate in the SAR 
ROTC/JROTC Awards Pro-
gram. Silver Certificates 
and Medals were awarded 
to each ROTC cadet while 
Bronze Certificates and 
Medals were awarded to 
each JROTC cadet. Winners 
of the awards were chosen 
by the senior military leader-
ship of each unit. The SAR 
ROTC and JROTC awards 
are awarded to a cadet, “in 
recognition of outstanding 
leadership qualities, military 
bearing, and excellence thus 
exemplifying the high ideals 
and principles which moti-
vated and sustained our pa-
triot ancestors.”

All seven ROTC units 
responded with names of 
cadets to be given the SAR 
Silver Certificates and Med-
als. However, only six of 
the twelve JROTC units 
responded with names of 
cadets to be given the SAR 
Bronze Certificates and 
Medals. Of the six that did 
not respond, one reported 
that their unit (Park Sr. High 
School) had been disbanded, 
two were not presenting any 
awards in 2021 due to CO-
VID-19, and three did on re-

spond at all.
Of the ROTC units and 

JROTC units that did give 
out awards, only one of 
each actually held in person 
award ceremonies. Special 
thanks to compatriot Rich-
ard Howie for presenting the 
ROTC award to the Min-
nesota State Mankato win-
ner and to compatriot John 
Sassaman for presenting the 
JROTC award to the North 
Branch High School winner.

Minneapolis and St. Paul 
Chapters Bronze Good 
Citizenship Medals

The Bronze Good Citi-
zenship Medal program of 
the Minneapolis Chapter 
continues to be one of the 
largest in the nation for the 
SAR. In 2021 the Minneapo-
lis Chapter presented a cer-
tificate and medal to 20 area 
high schools and one Naval 
Sea Cadets Squadron. Three 
declined to participate due to 
the pandemic and one never 
responded.

Medals were also award-
ed to eleven St. Paul area 
high school students this 
year.

The criteria for the recipi-
ent of the Bronze Good Citi-
zenship Medal is Scholar-
ship, Leadership, Character, 
Service and an appreciation 
of patriotism.

Flag Certificates
On Flag Day five Saint 

Paul area businesses were 
presented with flag cer-
tificates by the Saint Paul 
Chapter SAR for showing 
patriotism and love of coun-
try by flying the flag.  This 
years recipients were:

• Green Lagoon Golf,  
Chisago City

• Gregory Contracting, Inc., 
Chisago City

• NextHome Metro Real 
Estate Services, Lino 
Lakes

• Smitty’s Bar and Grill,  
Chisago City

• The Northern Lake Tavern 
and Grill, Chisago City

Little Known 
Revolution-

ary War Fact
by Blake Stilwell,  

We Are the Mighty – 
Published May 2, 2019

Six Revolutionary War 
veterans survived long 
enough to be photographed. 
They were part of an 1863 
project to speak to remain-
ing Revolutionary War vet-
erans. 

The Revolutionary War 
ended long before photog-
raphy was a refined pro-
cess, but the gap between 
the two historic events was 
still enough to allow some of 
America’s true patriots – in 
the literal sense of the word 
– to sit for a photo. The Rev-
olution was over by 1783, 
and the earliest surviving 
photo dates back to 1826, a 
43-year difference. Since the 
average life span of a man 
at that time was around 40 
years, it’s safe to say these 
guys barely made it to the 
era of photography.

Except the photographer 
didn’t get around to doing it 
until the middle of the Civil 
War in 1864 – some 83 years 
after Cornwallis surrendered 
at Yorktown. They are:

• Samuel Downing, 102
• Rev. Daniel Waldo, 100+
• Lemuel Cook, 105
• Alexander Milliner
• William Hutchings
• Adam Link, 104
Source: explorethearchive.com
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Family History.” Professor 
Zabin is the chair of the His-
tory Department at Carleton 
College in Northfield, Min-
nesota. Craig Whiting, MN 
SAR Color Guard Living 
History Team leader, has read the book and highly recom-
mends it to our MNSAR members. According to Whiting, 
the book leads the reader through the chain of events before, 
during, and after the Boston Massacre. In the process, we 
learn about the people involved on both sides and of what 
life in Boston was like at that time. He describes the book as 
an exciting read that is hard to put down, containing much 
fine information presented in a smooth flowing format.

Consider supporting a local American Revolution author 
and educator by purchasing this book. For more information, 
see www.serenazabin.com.
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Remebering Leland “Lee” Dean 

Swanson
Compatriot Leland “Lee” Dean Swanson (1932-2021) 

passed away on January 13, 2021, as recently shared with us 
by his widow, LaVerne Swanson. Lee joined the MN SAR 
in December of 2011 under patriot ancestor Richard Jacob, 
who served on the Committee of Safety in Massachusetts.

Leland Dean Swanson, 
was one of five children 
born to Alfred and Josephine 
(Harmer) Swanson on July 
30, 1932 in Morris, Min-
nesota.  At 13 pounds, Lee 
had a commanding presence 
that followed him the rest 
of his life.  He was raised 
on the family farm, north 
of Morris and was baptized 
and confirmed at Peace Lu-
theran Church.  Lee received 
his education through the 
6th grade and then attended 
Morris Public Schools, be-
ginning with the 8th grade 
– bypassing 7th grade all 
together, graduating with 
the class of 1949.  Follow-
ing high school, he made 
the move out to California 
to be closer to his brothers.  
Lee enlisted in the United 
States Army in 1955 where 
he proudly served for three 
years.  Upon his honorable 
discharge in 1958, Lee re-
turned to California and 
managed a restaurant that 
his brother owned.  It was 
at that restaurant that he met 
and began dating, LaVerne 
West.  The couple were unit-
ed in marriage on January 
27, 1959, a ceremony with 
just the two of them, at the 

Little Chapel of White Stars 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.  In 
February of 1960, the couple 
moved back to the family 
farm near Morris to farm.  In 
1966, they moved into their 
home on 6th street in Morris 
where they raised their chil-
dren and lived for the next 
50 plus years.  Once in Mor-
ris, Lee took a job working 
part-time for the post office, 
delivering Christmas pack-
ages.  That job went from 
part-time to full-time, retir-
ing in 1993.  Just recently, 
Lee received his 50-year 
pin from the Letter Carrier’s 
Union.  In 2012, Lee and La-
Verne moved to Benson to 
a home that accommodated 
them and was also across the 
street from their daughter!

Lee was a lifelong mem-
ber of Faith Lutheran 
Church; he was very in-
volved, even serving as the 
President of the Congrega-
tion several times.  He was a 
member of the Morris VFW, 
the Eagles, and the Sons of 
American Revolution.  Lee 
was very active in his com-
munity, serving on the coun-
cil and as the Mayor of Mor-
ris.  After he was elected into 
those positions, Lee served 

on the League of 
Minnesota Cit-
ies, serving as 
President.  He 
had the natu-
ral ability to be 
a leader, and 
the capacity to 
bridge gaps be-
tween groups.  
Lee was always 
informed and 
wasn’t afraid to 
argue both sides.  
There is a fine 
line between 
stubborn and 
persevering, and 
Lee walked that 
line many times!  
Lee was very in-
terested in Poli-
tics. He enjoyed the local 
team’s sporting events and 
watching sports on televi-
sion.  He and LaVerne spent 
many hours in their garden, 
she was a master gardener 
and he was the leader with a 
green thumb!

Lee was a fierce protector 
and loved his family.  Their 
home was a “safe place,” he 
was always willing to listen, 
and made many people feel 
welcomed and accepted, 
especially his children’s 
friends in their younger 
years; he was a father figure 
to many.  After many years 
together and almost 62 years 
of marriage, LaVerne was 
privileged to spend her life 

with Lee and was proud of 
the life that they created to-
gether.  Lee was a gentle gi-
ant, he had lots of bluster but 
also very sweet and gentle. 

Lee died peacefully at his 
home on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 13, 2021 in Benson. He 
was 88 years old.
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Annual C.A.R. Pancake Breakfast
by Stephen Hyde, MNSAR Color Guard Commander 

Wayzata, MN – On Sunday, July 4, 2021 the Minnesota SAR Society Color Guard joined 
forces with the Minnesota C.A.R., Minnesota DAR, and the 7th Pennsylvania Regiment (a 
local reenactment group) to honor our nation’s history for the crowd attending the C.A.R. 
Flying Pancake Breakfast event at the Wayzata Depot on Lake Minnetonka. Over 1,200 
people attended the event. The Color Guard raised flags, taught history lessons and marched 
to the dock on the marina to fire musket rounds [Photo courtesy of Jason Jenkins – Wayzata 
Sun Sailor]. This year, four new MNSAR Color Guard members attended: Rick Smith, Rich-
ard Howey (fife player), Phil Christiansen (musketeer), and Kerry Johnson (Captain of the 
7th Pennsylvania Regiment), who joined the SAR in 2021.  
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American Spies Turn the Tide of War
by Jerome R. Hilgemann, 2020-2021 Minnesota Eagle Scout Contest Winner 

When people think of 
spies, many immediately 
think of the Cold War and 
how they helped and hurt 
the strongest nations in the 
world. However, spies have 
been around much longer 
and played crucial roles in 
America’s revolutionary 
fight for freedom. How the 
freedom fighters accom-
plished their tasks varied 
from spy to spy. Through 
their work, they played a 
crucial role in laying the 
foundation for the greatest 
country in the world - the 
United States of America. 

Among the heroes of the 
revolutionary war was Na-
than Hale, one of the era’s 
most notable spies who he-
roically gave his life for 
his country. After graduat-
ing from Yale, he served in 
Knowlton’s Rangers, which 
unfortunately fell apart very 
quickly. With troops bottled 
up, General George Wash-
ington looked for assistance 
and Hale gladly volunteered 

to help in any way he could. 
Hale proceeded to sneak be-
hind enemy lines and report-
ed critical information on 
British reinforcements and 
encampments. For a short 
while, he managed to stay 
hidden in plain sight pos-
ing as a schoolmaster. Un-
fortunately, Hale was soon 
captured by a British double 
agent, but only after provid-
ing crucial information to 
Washington. Upon his arrest, 
the British found incriminat-
ing evidence in the soles of 
his shoes. He was convicted 
and hung. Accounts of his fi-
nal words vary but its mean-
ing is not up for dispute: “I 
only regret that I have but 
one life to give for my coun-
try.” 

Another freedom fighter, 
James Armistead was a slave 
permitted by his owner to 
fight for America. His first 
missions were transporting 
dispatches and intelligence 
reports behind enemy lines. 
It wasn’t long before he 

committed to full-blown es-
pionage. He was able to in-
filtrate British camps by pos-
ing as a runaway slave loyal 
to the British. Armistead was 
so convincing he was able to 
enlist as a British spy and 
was accepted almost imme-
diately. Still loyal to the col-
onies, he fed the British false 
information while still giv-
ing America updates which 
ultimately helped win the 
war. Unfortunately, despite 
providing crucial informa-
tion that helped the colonies 
defeat the British, he was 
forced to go back to being 
a slave after the war. Years 
later, Armistead managed to 
win his release papers and 
was at last a free man. 

Revolutionary hero Enoch 
Crosby was drawn into be-
ing a spy by mere luck. He 
was on his way to an Ameri-
can army camp when he 
was confused for a British 
loyalist. The confusion al-
lowed him an opportunity 
to attend a loyalist meeting. 

He didn’t pass up the chance 
and reported the information 
to a colonial commanding 
officer. The colonial army 
quickly made Crosby a ma-
jor part of its counter intel-
ligence. Special precautions 
were taken to keep his iden-
tity hidden. America would 
continually arrest him for 
being a loyalist then allow 
him to escape to return to 
British territory. Because of 
Crosby’s involvement in un-
dercover risky business, he 
had a special pass that would 
allow him to be identified as 
American. He often used it 
to prevent being picked up 
by American sentries. 

Even though the Ameri-
can Revolution isn’t remem-
bered for its spies, secret 
agents, and counterintelli-
gence, the clandestine activ-
ities were crucial for helping 
the colonies win the war. 
Without these brave freedom 
fighters, America wouldn’t 
be the country it is today. 

Eagle Scout Hilgemann 
Places in National Contest

Minnesota’s winner of the annual state Eagle Contest, Jerome R. Hilgemann, has 
placed 11th in the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution, annual Eagle 
Contest. Hilgemann will receive a $200 prize from the National Society as well as the 
$400 prize for winning the State Society contest. The award reflects achievements and 
leadership in Scouting and the community, plus the completion of other requirements, 
notably a 500-word essay on a topic related to the American Revolution.

Hilgemann’s essay is entitled “American Spies Turn the Tide of War.” The essay 
highlights the services of Nathan Hale, James Armistead, and Enoch Crosby.

His winning essay is printed below:



Tioga, Pennsylvania – Yes-
terday, General John Sullivan 
marched 4,000 men back to 
Fort Sullivan, concluding his 
long raid against the Indian 
heartland. In four months he 
had torched over 40 villages 
and 160,000 bushels or corn, 
dislocating the Iroquois nation 
and forcing it to spend the ensu-
ing months half-starved and ex-
posed to the ravages of winter.

On the afternoon of Novem-
ber 11, 1778, Captain Benjamin 
Warren cautiously led a group 
of soldiers out of the small fort 
at Cherry Valley, New York, and 
straight into a scene from hell. 
As the Patriot soldiers walked 
through the once-thriving farm-
ing community, they saw noth-
ing but carnage: a man weeping 
over the mutilated and scalped 
bodies of his wife and four chil-
dren; other corpses with their 
heads crushed by tomahawks 
and rifle butts; charred human 
remains in the smoking ruins 
of cabins and barns. It was, 
Warren later wrote, “a shock-
ing sight my eyes never beheld 
before of savage and brutal bar-
barity.”

The savagery had begun 
early that morning, when a hun-
dreds-strong force of Loyalist 
militiamen, Seneca Indians and 
a few British soldiers had ap-
peared out of the fog and rain. 
The town and its small garri-
son were taken completely by 
surprise, and the raiders – led 
by Tory Captain Walter Butler 
and Mohawk war chief Joseph 
Brant – launched into an orgy 
of death and destruction. The 
fort managed to hold out, but 
the town and its people were 
defenseless. By the time the at-

tackers withdrew, more than 30 
civilians – mostly women and 
children – and 16 soldiers were 
dead and nearly 200 people left 
homeless. 

At the onset of the American 
Revolution both Great Brit-
ain and the Continental Con-
gress claimed that they hoped 
the American Indian nations 
would remain neutral, but that 
quickly became unrealistic. A 
few of the eastern tribes did 
support the Continental Army, 
but far more Indians decided 
to fight alongside the British, 
who had traditionally sup-
plied them with trade goods 
and prevented the frontier set-
tlers from encroaching on their 
lands. The British soon realized 
that their Indian allies were at 
times unreliable and difficult 
to control during European-
style military engagements. 
After the defeat and surrender 
of Burgoyne’s army at Saratoga 
in 1777, British strategy in the 
region changed and focused on 
encouraging allied Indian war 
bands, led by Loyalist rangers, 
to launch a series of destructive 
raids on frontier settlements.

The most infamous band of 
Loyalists to utilize Indian al-
lies was Butler’s Rangers – a 
partisan regiment formed in 
1777 under Lt. Col. John But-
ler, a Tory from the Mohawk 
Valley and father to Captain 
Walter Butler. While focusing 
their activities on the New York 
and Pennsylvania settlements, 
Butler’s irregulars ranged as far 
afield as Virginia and Michigan. 
They were extremely effective 
and, at times, brutal. The 1778 
Wyoming and Cherry Val-
ley massacres – the bloodiest 
of many border fights – were 

largely the work of Butler’s 
Rangers, together with Corn-
planter and Sayenqueraghta’s 
Senecas, Brant’s Mohawks and 
Indians from other tribes.

The July 3, 1778, clash in 
Pennsylvania’s Wyoming Val-
ley – a stretch of the Susque-
hanna River – pitted some 800 
of Butler’s Rangers, Senecas 
and other Indians against about 
half that number of local mili-
tia. Near the settlement of Forty 
Fort the Loyalist forces lured 
the Patriots into an ambush, 
broke their line, and pursued 
and killed many of the militia, 
reportedly taking 227 scalps. 
Iroquois warriors also killed 
a number of prisoners. After-
ward, rumors of wholesale tor-
ture and murder by the Indians 
spread throughout the area, 
prompting thousands of settlers 
to flee. In New York state that 
spring and summer Brant led 
his Indians and Tories on raids 
of half a dozen settlements, 
burning them to the ground 
and driving off or killing their 
cattle, setting the stage for the 
most brutal of the actions, at 
Cherry Valley.

What happened at Cherry 
Valley that November 11 was 
indisputably a massacre, and 
Brant was to become one of the 
Patriots’ most reviled enemies. 
A complex man who straddled 
two cultures, he received a Eu-
ropean education and associ-
ated with such luminaries as 
Aaron Burr, King George III, 
James Boswell and George 
Washington. 

The “Cherry Valley Massa-
cre” finally convinced Wash-
ington that something had to 
be done to stop these raids, but 
it was not until March of 1779 

that plans were made for a ma-
jor campaign.

Command of the expedition 
settled upon Major General 
John Sullivan, whom Wash-
ington instructed in a detailed 
May 31, 1779, letter to move 
“against the hostile tribes of 
the Six Nations of Indians, 
with their associates and ad-
herents.” The immediate object 
of the campaign, Washington 
said, was “the total destruc-
tion and devastation of their 
settlements, and the capture 
of as many prisoners of every 
age and sex as possible.” Sul-
livan was told to carry out his 
mission “in the most effectual 
manner, that the country may 
not be merely overrun, but de-
stroyed.” The “total ruin” of the 
Indian settlements, Washington 
wrote, would guarantee Ameri-
ca’s future security by inspiring 
the Indians with terror through 
“the severity of the chastise-
ment they receive.” 

Sullivan was given four 
brigades – Brig. Gen. Enoch 
Poor’s New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts regiments, Brig. 
Gen. William Maxwell’s New 
Jersey Brigade, Brig. Gen. Ed-
ward Hand’s Pennsylvanians 
and Brig. Gen. James Clin-
ton’s four New York regiments. 
These, along with additional 
rifle and artillery units, totaled 
nearly 4,000 men, or about one-
fourth of the Continental Army 
at that time.

The mission was clear: Sul-
livan would lead three of the 
brigades out of Easton, Penn-
sylvania, up the Susquehanna 
Valley. Meanwhile, Clinton 
would take his 1,600 men west 
from Canajoharie, New York, 
and float or march down the 
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Gen. Sullivan’s Indian Campaign

Susquehanna from Lake Ot-
sego to meet up with Sullivan’s 
force at Tioga, an Indian village 
at the junction of the Susque-
hanna and Chemung rivers. 
The Patriots would then march 
through Iroquois territory, de-
stroying everything in their 
path and taking as many prison-
ers as they could manage.

Sullivan’s army did not leave 
his base in the Wyoming Valley 
until late July, arriving at Tioga 
on August 11. Sullivan ordered 
Hand’s brigade to spearhead 
an attack on the nearby Indian 
town of Chemung. Scouts had 
reported a population of 200 to 
300 Indians, but after a night’s 
march Hand’s force arrived at 
Chemung – only to find it de-
serted. This would become the 
norm. By then everyone from 
Pennsylvania to Canada knew 
Sullivan was on the march, so 
the Indians generally evacuated 
their towns before the Conti-
nentals arrived. Hand’s men 
looted and burned Chemung 
before walking into an enemy 
ambush just outside town. The 
Indians killed six soldiers and 
wounded nine or ten, sustaining 
an unknown number of casu-
alties. Back in Tioga, Sullivan 
settled in to await the arrival of 
Clinton’s force, directing his 
men to build blockhouses and 
raise earthworks. His officers 
dubbed the works Fort Sulli-
van.

While Sullivan dawdled, 
another force of American sol-
diers and their Indian allies had 
joined the campaign. Washing-
ton had ordered Colonel Daniel 
Brodhead, based at Fort Pitt in 
western Pennsylvania, to move 
up the Allegheny River and 
destroy all Indian settlements 
he encountered. If feasible, he 
was to join up with Sullivan 
and Clinton and push toward 
the British stronghold at Fort 
Niagara. On the day Sullivan 
arrived in Tioga, Brodhead 
started upriver with some 600 
soldiers, volunteers and mili-
tia and a contingent of friendly 
Delawares. Most of the villages 
Brodhead came upon were also 
deserted. He put all structures 

to the torch, as well as whatever 
corn, squash and bean stores his 
men could not pack as spoils. 
There must have been at least 
some Iroquois at home when 
Brodhead entered the villages, 
however, as part of the $30,000 
in plunder he claimed at the end 
of his campaign was accounted 
for by the bounty in scalps.

Brodhead destroyed at least 
ten villages, leaving behind 
only burnt stubble and charred 
timbers. Though Brodhead’s 
force encountered minimal re-
sistance, he never did link up 
with Sullivan’s force, claiming 
insufficient supplies. Instead, 
he turned back toward Fort Pitt. 

August 11 was also the day 
when Clinton loaded his sup-
plies onto 220 boats and em-
barked on his 160-mile journey 
down river from Otsego Lake. 
He joined Sullivan at Tioga on 
August 22, and four days later 
the combined force moved out 
– more than two months behind 
schedule. The men methodi-
cally looted and destroyed ev-
ery Iroquois town and village 
on their route into Finger Lakes 
country, their progress marked 
by smoldering villages and 
blackened fields.

On August 29 the Loyalists 
and their Iroquois allies tried 
to stop the Patriot juggernaut, 
at Newtown, New York. But-
ler’s Rangers and their Indian 
allies had been sent from Fort 
Niagara to intercept the Rebels. 
Joined by Brant’s forces, their 
numbers totaled perhaps 1,200 
men, confronting nearly 4,000 
Patriots. American riflemen ap-
proached the hidden entrench-
ments. When a small group of 
Indians appeared ahead, the ri-
flemen’s commander suspected 
an ambush and sent one of his 
men up a tree to scout out the 
ground ahead. Spying the en-
emy works, he alerted the rest 
of the army. Hand’s light troops 
rushed forward and joined the 
riflemen in skirmishing with the 
Indians, while they waited for 
the rest of the army. By 11:00 
a.m., Sullivan arrived on the 
scene. Sullivan ordered Poor’s 
and Clinton’s Brigades to out-

flank the Indian left in a wide 
circle and come upon their rear. 
Hand would remain in front, 
and Maxwell’s Brigade would 
be in reserve. Sullivan kept his 
artillery out of sight, but would 
rush it forward to fire on the 
entrenchments once Poor and 
Clinton were in position. But-
ler still did not realize their trap 
had been discovered.

The bombardment began at 
3:00 p.m., but unfortunately 
Poor’s troops had blundered 
into a swamp and had not 
reached their position. Poor and 
Clinton heard the sound of the 
artillery and quickened their 
march. Although the barrage 
had routed part of the British 
force, the Continentals encoun-
tered stiff opposition on the 
back side of the hill. While the 
skirmishers exchanged shots, 
the regiments formed up for a 
bayonet charge. New Hamp-
shire troops “advanced rapped-
ly with fix’d bayonet without 
firing a shot altho they kept a 
steady fire on us,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Henry Dearborn wrote.

As the Continental’s reached 
the enemy line, they unleashed 
a full volley, ripping holes in 
their foe’s lines. Those units 
with clear fronts, wheeled to 
support other units. Fierce 
fighting, some hand to hand, 
engulfed the ridge line. Then 
almost at once, the whole To-
ries and Iroquois broke, leaving 
the Americans in possession of 
the battlefield.

Only 11 Patriots were killed, 
32 wounded. The number of 
Indian and Ranger casualties is 
unknown but was significant. 
There would be no further or-
ganized resistance to the Amer-
ican expedition.

The fighting at Newtown 
turned out to be the only major 
engagement of the campaign. 
From this point Sullivan’s 
army only encountered occa-
sional small-scale skirmishes 
as it continued to march west, 
destroying all the deserted 
towns in its path. In some of 
the smaller towns the soldiers 
found that the Indians had 
barely made their escape, leav-

ing behind their “packs & blan-
kets” and their kettles of “Corn 
and Beans” boiling on the fire. 
Colonel Butler tried to rally his 
Indian allies to defend Kanade-
saga, one of the largest Seneca 
towns, but the Indians were so 
demoralized they were only 
concerned about the safety of 
their families and abandoned 
their settlements before the 
Americans arrived. By mid-
September the expedition had 
reached Genesee where it again 
failed to surprise the inhabit-
ants, although a small advance 
scouting party stumbled into 
an ambush and was practically 
wiped out.

After destroying 128 houses 
and extensive quantities of pro-
visions, Sullivan decided not to 
advance any further and began 
returning back east, again burn-
ing any villages or crops they 
had missed earlier. Sullivan 
considered the expedition to 
have been a great success, with 
the loss of only 40 men, his 
force had burned more than 40 
large Indian towns or villages 
and destroyed 160,000 bushels 
of corn as well as other provi-
sions. By October more than 
5,000 Indian refugees had fled 
to Fort Niagara, where the Brit-
ish will be hard pressed to feed 
them over the winter. Washing-
ton will thus succeed in making 
the Iroquois a burden to and a 
problem for the British. His 
plan for the destruction of the 
Iroquois homeland was a rous-
ing success. 

Sources:

Revolutionary War Almanac, 
by John C. Fredriksen, 

Infobase Publishing, 2006

https://www.historyisfun.org/
blog/the-sullivan-expedition/

https://www.historynet.com/
massacre-retribution-the-1779-

80-sullivan-expedition.htm

https://www.varsitytutors.com/
earlyamerica/early-america-

review/volume-3/1779-
sullivan-campaign
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Tioga, Pennsylvania – Yes-
terday, General John Sullivan 
marched 4,000 men back to 
Fort Sullivan, concluding his 
long raid against the Indian 
heartland. In four months he 
had torched over 40 villages 
and 160,000 bushels or corn, 
dislocating the Iroquois nation 
and forcing it to spend the ensu-
ing months half-starved and ex-
posed to the ravages of winter.

On the afternoon of Novem-
ber 11, 1778, Captain Benjamin 
Warren cautiously led a group 
of soldiers out of the small fort 
at Cherry Valley, New York, and 
straight into a scene from hell. 
As the Patriot soldiers walked 
through the once-thriving farm-
ing community, they saw noth-
ing but carnage: a man weeping 
over the mutilated and scalped 
bodies of his wife and four chil-
dren; other corpses with their 
heads crushed by tomahawks 
and rifle butts; charred human 
remains in the smoking ruins 
of cabins and barns. It was, 
Warren later wrote, “a shock-
ing sight my eyes never beheld 
before of savage and brutal bar-
barity.”

The savagery had begun 
early that morning, when a hun-
dreds-strong force of Loyalist 
militiamen, Seneca Indians and 
a few British soldiers had ap-
peared out of the fog and rain. 
The town and its small garri-
son were taken completely by 
surprise, and the raiders – led 
by Tory Captain Walter Butler 
and Mohawk war chief Joseph 
Brant – launched into an orgy 
of death and destruction. The 
fort managed to hold out, but 
the town and its people were 
defenseless. By the time the at-

tackers withdrew, more than 30 
civilians – mostly women and 
children – and 16 soldiers were 
dead and nearly 200 people left 
homeless. 

At the onset of the American 
Revolution both Great Brit-
ain and the Continental Con-
gress claimed that they hoped 
the American Indian nations 
would remain neutral, but that 
quickly became unrealistic. A 
few of the eastern tribes did 
support the Continental Army, 
but far more Indians decided 
to fight alongside the British, 
who had traditionally sup-
plied them with trade goods 
and prevented the frontier set-
tlers from encroaching on their 
lands. The British soon realized 
that their Indian allies were at 
times unreliable and difficult 
to control during European-
style military engagements. 
After the defeat and surrender 
of Burgoyne’s army at Saratoga 
in 1777, British strategy in the 
region changed and focused on 
encouraging allied Indian war 
bands, led by Loyalist rangers, 
to launch a series of destructive 
raids on frontier settlements.

The most infamous band of 
Loyalists to utilize Indian al-
lies was Butler’s Rangers – a 
partisan regiment formed in 
1777 under Lt. Col. John But-
ler, a Tory from the Mohawk 
Valley and father to Captain 
Walter Butler. While focusing 
their activities on the New York 
and Pennsylvania settlements, 
Butler’s irregulars ranged as far 
afield as Virginia and Michigan. 
They were extremely effective 
and, at times, brutal. The 1778 
Wyoming and Cherry Val-
ley massacres – the bloodiest 
of many border fights – were 

largely the work of Butler’s 
Rangers, together with Corn-
planter and Sayenqueraghta’s 
Senecas, Brant’s Mohawks and 
Indians from other tribes.

The July 3, 1778, clash in 
Pennsylvania’s Wyoming Val-
ley – a stretch of the Susque-
hanna River – pitted some 800 
of Butler’s Rangers, Senecas 
and other Indians against about 
half that number of local mili-
tia. Near the settlement of Forty 
Fort the Loyalist forces lured 
the Patriots into an ambush, 
broke their line, and pursued 
and killed many of the militia, 
reportedly taking 227 scalps. 
Iroquois warriors also killed 
a number of prisoners. After-
ward, rumors of wholesale tor-
ture and murder by the Indians 
spread throughout the area, 
prompting thousands of settlers 
to flee. In New York state that 
spring and summer Brant led 
his Indians and Tories on raids 
of half a dozen settlements, 
burning them to the ground 
and driving off or killing their 
cattle, setting the stage for the 
most brutal of the actions, at 
Cherry Valley.

What happened at Cherry 
Valley that November 11 was 
indisputably a massacre, and 
Brant was to become one of the 
Patriots’ most reviled enemies. 
A complex man who straddled 
two cultures, he received a Eu-
ropean education and associ-
ated with such luminaries as 
Aaron Burr, King George III, 
James Boswell and George 
Washington. 

The “Cherry Valley Massa-
cre” finally convinced Wash-
ington that something had to 
be done to stop these raids, but 
it was not until March of 1779 

that plans were made for a ma-
jor campaign.

Command of the expedition 
settled upon Major General 
John Sullivan, whom Wash-
ington instructed in a detailed 
May 31, 1779, letter to move 
“against the hostile tribes of 
the Six Nations of Indians, 
with their associates and ad-
herents.” The immediate object 
of the campaign, Washington 
said, was “the total destruc-
tion and devastation of their 
settlements, and the capture 
of as many prisoners of every 
age and sex as possible.” Sul-
livan was told to carry out his 
mission “in the most effectual 
manner, that the country may 
not be merely overrun, but de-
stroyed.” The “total ruin” of the 
Indian settlements, Washington 
wrote, would guarantee Ameri-
ca’s future security by inspiring 
the Indians with terror through 
“the severity of the chastise-
ment they receive.” 

Sullivan was given four 
brigades – Brig. Gen. Enoch 
Poor’s New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts regiments, Brig. 
Gen. William Maxwell’s New 
Jersey Brigade, Brig. Gen. Ed-
ward Hand’s Pennsylvanians 
and Brig. Gen. James Clin-
ton’s four New York regiments. 
These, along with additional 
rifle and artillery units, totaled 
nearly 4,000 men, or about one-
fourth of the Continental Army 
at that time.

The mission was clear: Sul-
livan would lead three of the 
brigades out of Easton, Penn-
sylvania, up the Susquehanna 
Valley. Meanwhile, Clinton 
would take his 1,600 men west 
from Canajoharie, New York, 
and float or march down the 
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Susquehanna from Lake Ot-
sego to meet up with Sullivan’s 
force at Tioga, an Indian village 
at the junction of the Susque-
hanna and Chemung rivers. 
The Patriots would then march 
through Iroquois territory, de-
stroying everything in their 
path and taking as many prison-
ers as they could manage.

Sullivan’s army did not leave 
his base in the Wyoming Valley 
until late July, arriving at Tioga 
on August 11. Sullivan ordered 
Hand’s brigade to spearhead 
an attack on the nearby Indian 
town of Chemung. Scouts had 
reported a population of 200 to 
300 Indians, but after a night’s 
march Hand’s force arrived at 
Chemung – only to find it de-
serted. This would become the 
norm. By then everyone from 
Pennsylvania to Canada knew 
Sullivan was on the march, so 
the Indians generally evacuated 
their towns before the Conti-
nentals arrived. Hand’s men 
looted and burned Chemung 
before walking into an enemy 
ambush just outside town. The 
Indians killed six soldiers and 
wounded nine or ten, sustaining 
an unknown number of casu-
alties. Back in Tioga, Sullivan 
settled in to await the arrival of 
Clinton’s force, directing his 
men to build blockhouses and 
raise earthworks. His officers 
dubbed the works Fort Sulli-
van.

While Sullivan dawdled, 
another force of American sol-
diers and their Indian allies had 
joined the campaign. Washing-
ton had ordered Colonel Daniel 
Brodhead, based at Fort Pitt in 
western Pennsylvania, to move 
up the Allegheny River and 
destroy all Indian settlements 
he encountered. If feasible, he 
was to join up with Sullivan 
and Clinton and push toward 
the British stronghold at Fort 
Niagara. On the day Sullivan 
arrived in Tioga, Brodhead 
started upriver with some 600 
soldiers, volunteers and mili-
tia and a contingent of friendly 
Delawares. Most of the villages 
Brodhead came upon were also 
deserted. He put all structures 

to the torch, as well as whatever 
corn, squash and bean stores his 
men could not pack as spoils. 
There must have been at least 
some Iroquois at home when 
Brodhead entered the villages, 
however, as part of the $30,000 
in plunder he claimed at the end 
of his campaign was accounted 
for by the bounty in scalps.

Brodhead destroyed at least 
ten villages, leaving behind 
only burnt stubble and charred 
timbers. Though Brodhead’s 
force encountered minimal re-
sistance, he never did link up 
with Sullivan’s force, claiming 
insufficient supplies. Instead, 
he turned back toward Fort Pitt. 

August 11 was also the day 
when Clinton loaded his sup-
plies onto 220 boats and em-
barked on his 160-mile journey 
down river from Otsego Lake. 
He joined Sullivan at Tioga on 
August 22, and four days later 
the combined force moved out 
– more than two months behind 
schedule. The men methodi-
cally looted and destroyed ev-
ery Iroquois town and village 
on their route into Finger Lakes 
country, their progress marked 
by smoldering villages and 
blackened fields.

On August 29 the Loyalists 
and their Iroquois allies tried 
to stop the Patriot juggernaut, 
at Newtown, New York. But-
ler’s Rangers and their Indian 
allies had been sent from Fort 
Niagara to intercept the Rebels. 
Joined by Brant’s forces, their 
numbers totaled perhaps 1,200 
men, confronting nearly 4,000 
Patriots. American riflemen ap-
proached the hidden entrench-
ments. When a small group of 
Indians appeared ahead, the ri-
flemen’s commander suspected 
an ambush and sent one of his 
men up a tree to scout out the 
ground ahead. Spying the en-
emy works, he alerted the rest 
of the army. Hand’s light troops 
rushed forward and joined the 
riflemen in skirmishing with the 
Indians, while they waited for 
the rest of the army. By 11:00 
a.m., Sullivan arrived on the 
scene. Sullivan ordered Poor’s 
and Clinton’s Brigades to out-

flank the Indian left in a wide 
circle and come upon their rear. 
Hand would remain in front, 
and Maxwell’s Brigade would 
be in reserve. Sullivan kept his 
artillery out of sight, but would 
rush it forward to fire on the 
entrenchments once Poor and 
Clinton were in position. But-
ler still did not realize their trap 
had been discovered.

The bombardment began at 
3:00 p.m., but unfortunately 
Poor’s troops had blundered 
into a swamp and had not 
reached their position. Poor and 
Clinton heard the sound of the 
artillery and quickened their 
march. Although the barrage 
had routed part of the British 
force, the Continentals encoun-
tered stiff opposition on the 
back side of the hill. While the 
skirmishers exchanged shots, 
the regiments formed up for a 
bayonet charge. New Hamp-
shire troops “advanced rapped-
ly with fix’d bayonet without 
firing a shot altho they kept a 
steady fire on us,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Henry Dearborn wrote.

As the Continental’s reached 
the enemy line, they unleashed 
a full volley, ripping holes in 
their foe’s lines. Those units 
with clear fronts, wheeled to 
support other units. Fierce 
fighting, some hand to hand, 
engulfed the ridge line. Then 
almost at once, the whole To-
ries and Iroquois broke, leaving 
the Americans in possession of 
the battlefield.

Only 11 Patriots were killed, 
32 wounded. The number of 
Indian and Ranger casualties is 
unknown but was significant. 
There would be no further or-
ganized resistance to the Amer-
ican expedition.

The fighting at Newtown 
turned out to be the only major 
engagement of the campaign. 
From this point Sullivan’s 
army only encountered occa-
sional small-scale skirmishes 
as it continued to march west, 
destroying all the deserted 
towns in its path. In some of 
the smaller towns the soldiers 
found that the Indians had 
barely made their escape, leav-

ing behind their “packs & blan-
kets” and their kettles of “Corn 
and Beans” boiling on the fire. 
Colonel Butler tried to rally his 
Indian allies to defend Kanade-
saga, one of the largest Seneca 
towns, but the Indians were so 
demoralized they were only 
concerned about the safety of 
their families and abandoned 
their settlements before the 
Americans arrived. By mid-
September the expedition had 
reached Genesee where it again 
failed to surprise the inhabit-
ants, although a small advance 
scouting party stumbled into 
an ambush and was practically 
wiped out.

After destroying 128 houses 
and extensive quantities of pro-
visions, Sullivan decided not to 
advance any further and began 
returning back east, again burn-
ing any villages or crops they 
had missed earlier. Sullivan 
considered the expedition to 
have been a great success, with 
the loss of only 40 men, his 
force had burned more than 40 
large Indian towns or villages 
and destroyed 160,000 bushels 
of corn as well as other provi-
sions. By October more than 
5,000 Indian refugees had fled 
to Fort Niagara, where the Brit-
ish will be hard pressed to feed 
them over the winter. Washing-
ton will thus succeed in making 
the Iroquois a burden to and a 
problem for the British. His 
plan for the destruction of the 
Iroquois homeland was a rous-
ing success. 

Sources:

Revolutionary War Almanac, 
by John C. Fredriksen, 

Infobase Publishing, 2006

https://www.historyisfun.org/
blog/the-sullivan-expedition/

https://www.historynet.com/
massacre-retribution-the-1779-

80-sullivan-expedition.htm

https://www.varsitytutors.com/
earlyamerica/early-america-

review/volume-3/1779-
sullivan-campaign

News of Yesterday Reported Today Friday October 1, 1779


